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• Our checkpoints provide an indication (a guide) as to whether a child is ‘on track’ to meet the Early Learning Goal for that aspect of 
learning.

• As with all ‘best-fit’ judgements, as professionals, we know which aspects of the ELGs have more ‘weight’ in terms of key 
foundational knowledge and skills, and we use this knowledge to inform our provision and planning and our summative judgements. 

• The checkpoints are a guide to help us know what we should be aiming for - they are not a ‘curriculum’ or a ‘tick sheet’ tool - our 
EYFS curriculum is SO much more than this.

• This Trust tool will support conversations about our children, help us to validate our assessments when we moderate and identify 
possible next steps.

• Consistent use across the Trust will help ensure our summative judgements are aligned and our data is accurate.

EYFS Statutory Framework July 2025:
1.7   The level of development children should be expected to have reached by the end of the EYFS is defined by the early learning goals (ELGs) as set out 
below. 
1.8   The ELGs should not be used as a curriculum or in any way to limit the wide variety of rich experiences that are crucial to child development. 
1.9   Instead, the ELGs should support practitioners to make a holistic, best-fit judgement about a child’s development at the end of the EYFS, and their 
readiness for year 1. 
1.10   Practitioners working with children below reception age do not need to use the ELGs as, for the vast majority of children, the EYFS Profile will be 
carried out by their school teacher at the end of the reception year. A group-based provider may need to use the ELGs to complete the EYFS Profile 
assessment for children aged 4-5 if this is not being done in reception year at school, however this is very rare (please see paragraph 2.13 below). 
1.11   When forming a judgement about whether an individual child is at the expected level of development, teachers should draw on their knowledge of the 
child and their own expert professional judgement. This is enough evidence to assess a child’s 12 individual level of development in relation to each of the 
ELGs. Recorded, written or photographic evidence is not required.




































